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DETAILED ACTION 
Note to Applicant 

Computerized billing and payment systems and methodologies where billing 
information has the capability of being consolidated based on parameters and/or set 
preferences and made available electronically has been existence prior to April 4, 2004. 
For the purpose of examination, the Examiner viewed all disclosed prior art by the 
applicant and made the following recommendations: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being, unpatentable over Lamm 
et al (US Patent Number 6,078,907), and further in view of Crooks et al (US Patent 
Number 5,943,650). 

As per Claim 1, Lamm: US Patent Number 6,078,907, discloses an accounting 
system comprising a bill issuing device and bill receiving device, The bill issuing device 
is connected to a database and includes: 
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A first receiving device for appropriation in consolidated accounting and billing data 
not for appropriation in consolidated accounting, see (Lamm: US Patent Number 
6,078,907; Col. 4, lines 10-14); 

An entry unit operable to enter the received billing data in the database see (Lamm: 
US Patent Number 6,078,907; Col. 4, lines 33-39); 

An extraction unit operable to extract billing data, see (Lamm: US Patent Number 
6,078,907; column 4, lines 44-50). 

An output unit operable to output extracting billing data to the bill- receiving device, 
see (Lamm: US Patent Number 6,078,907; col. 4, lines 44-50). 

An exclusion unit operable to clear specified billing data entered in the database, as 
billing data not for appropriation, and to exclude the specified billing data that has not 
been cleared from being appropriated, see (Lamm: US Patent Number 6,078,907; Col. 
4, lines 17-20). 

However, Lamm does not specifically disclose a bill-receiving device including: a 
second receiving unit operable to receive the billing data outputted from the bill- issuing 
device. Crooks' does disclose a bill-receiving device including: a second receiving unit 
operable to receive the billing data outputted from the bill- issuing device see (Crooks: 
US Patent 5,943,650; col. 4, lines 55-63). 

Lamm does not specifically disclose a notification unit operable to receive billing data 
outputted from the bill- issuing device of the receipt of the billing data, wherein the 
exclusion unit excludes the billing data whose receipt is notified, as the specified billing 
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data. Crooks does disclose a notification unit operable to receive billing data outputted 
from the bill- issuing device, the exclusion unit excludes the billing data whose receipt is 
notified, as the specified billing data, see (Crooks: US Patent 5,943,650; Col. 5, lines 3- 
5, 8-1 1 and Col. 6; lines 27-33). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the invention set forth by Lamm with the invention set forth by 
Crooks to decrease the time intensive laborious undertaking of receiving, reviewing, 
tracking and paying bills and improve the billing and payment system by automating the 
process and allowing the billable entity to be notified and receive billing information 
through electronic access and authorize payment of amount due, through electronic- 
means and in real time. 

As per Claim 2, Lamm does not disclose an accounting system comprising a 
calculation device operable to calculate a consolidated accounting amount, based on 
the billing data entered in the database not excluded by the exclusion unit from being 
appropriated. Crooks: US Patent 5,943,650; discloses an accounting system 
comprising a calculation device operable to calculate a consolidated accounting 
amount, based on the billing data entered in the database not excluded by the exclusion 
unit from being appropriated, see (Crooks: US Patent 5,943,650; col. 6, lines 9-13 and 
lines 37-40). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the invention set forth by Lamm with the invention set forth by 
Crooks in order to process the billing information to the billable entity in the most 
accurate form and enable the customer to accurately pay each billing entity. 

As per Claim 3, Lamm: US Patent Number 6,078,907; discloses an accounting 
system wherein the bill issuing and the bill receiving device are connected by 
telecommunication circuit, see (Lamm: US Patent Number 6,078,907; col. 3, lines 64- 
67);The extraction unit includes a judgment subunit operable to judge whether received 
billing data is for appropriation (Lamm: US Patent Number 6,078,907; Col. 4, lines 44- 
50). 

As per Claim 4, Lamm does not disclose correspondence between a biller and a 
billee that are targeted for consolidated accounting and the judgment subunit judges 
received billing data to be not for appropriation if the biller and billee of the billing data 
are shown in the exclusion list. 

Crooks US Patent Number 5,943,656); discloses an accounting system wherein the 
database stores an exclusion list showing a correspondence between a biller and a 
billee that are targeted for consolidated accounting and the judgment subunit judges 
received billing data to be not for appropriation if the biller and billee of the billing data 
are shown in the exclusion list see,(Crooks: US Patent 5,943,650; col. 6, lines 45-47 
and Col. 7 lines 34-37). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the inventions set forth by Lamm and Crooks due to the fact that 
a relationship existed between the billing entity and the billable entity when services or 
goods were exchanged. The accounting process is a means of quality assurance to 
ensure that consolidated amount is accurate. If inaccuracy is detected of if the billing 
information fails to successfully satisfy all set parameters, that billing information should 
be excluded until the detected inaccuracy is resolved. 

As per Claim 5, Lamm: US Patent Number 6,078,907; discloses an accounting 
system wherein the notification unit performs the notification online in real time, see 
(Lamm: US Patent Number 6,078,907; Col. 6, lines 54-59). 

As per claim 6, Lamm does not specifically disclose an accounting system 
comprising a bill issuing device connected to a first database, a server connected to a 
second database that stores an exclusion list showing a correspondence between a 
biller and a billee that are not targeted for consolidated accounting. 

Crooks: US Patent 5,943,650, discloses an accounting system comprising a bill 
issuing device connected to a first database, a server connected to a second database 
that stores an exclusion list showing a correspondence between a biller and a billee that 
are not targeted for consolidated accounting, see,(Crooks: US Patent 5,943,650; Col. 6, 
lines 45-47 and Col. 7 lines 34-37). 
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Lamm: US Patent Number 6,078,907, disclose an first receiving device for 
appropriation in consolidated accounting, see (Lamm: US Patent Number 6,078,907; 
column 4, lines 10-14); an first transmission unit operable to transmit received billing 
data to the server, see (Lamm: US Patent Number 6,078,907; column 4, lines 10-14); 
an exclusion unit operable to clear specified billing data entered in the database, as 
billing data not for appropriation, and to exclude the specified billing data that has not 
been cleared from being appropriated, see (Lamm: US Patent Number 6,078,907; Col. 
4, lines 17-20); the server including 

Lamm: US Patent Number 6,078,907; discloses a second transmission unit operable 
to transmit the received billing data to the bill- receiving device if judged to be not for 
appropriation, see (Col.8, lines 4-12 and Col. 7, lines 34-37). 

Crooks' does disclose a bill-receiving device including: a second receiving unit 
operable to receive the billing data outputted from the bill- issuing device see, (Crooks: 
US Patent 5,943,650; col. 4, lines 55-63); A judgment unit operable to judge whether 
the received billing data is for appropriation, depending on whether the biller and billee 
of the billing data are shown in the exclusion list, see (Crooks: US Patent 5,943,650; 
Col. 6 lines 55-63); 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the invention set forth by Lamm with the invention set forth by 
Crooks to decrease the time intensive laborious undertaking of receiving, reviewing, 
tracking and paying bills and improve the billing and payment system by automating the 
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process and allowing the billable entity to be notified and receive billing information 
through electronic access and authorize payment of amount due, through electronic- 
means and in real time. 

As per Claim 7, Lamm et al does not disclose an accounting system comprising a 
calculation device operable to calculate a consolidated accounting amount based on 
billing data entered. 

Crooks et al discloses, an accounting system comprising a calculation device 
operable to calculate a consolidated accounting amount based on billing data entered 
see (US Patent Number 5943656, Col. 6, lines 10-13 an 15). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the invention set forth by Lamm with the invention set forth by 
Crooks in order to process the billing information to the billable entity in the most 
accurate form and enable the customer to accurately pay each billing entity. 

As per Claim 8, Lamm discloses an bill-issuing device comprising the server and the 
bill-receiving device are connected via a telecommunication circuit, see (US patent 
6078907, Col. 3, lines 64-68); and the transmission unit transmits online to the bill 
receiving device, see US Patent 6078907, Col. 4, lines 1-5). 

As per Claim 9, Lamm discloses an accounting system wherein the notification unit 
performs the notification on line, see (US Patent 6078907, Col. 6, lines 54-59). 
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As per Claim 10, Lamm discloses a system wherein the bill issuing device and the 
bill receiving device are each a plurality of communication terminals operable to 
intercommunicate via a telecommunication circuit, see (US Patent 6078907, Col. 2, 
lines 10-20.) 

As per Claim 11, Lamm does not disclose a bill-issuing device further including a 
calculation unit operable to calculate a consolidated accounting amount based on billing 
data entered. 

Crooks (US Patent Number 5943656) discloses an bill-issuing device further 
including a calculation unit operable to calculate a consolidated accounting amount 
based on billing data entered, see (US Patent Number 5943656, Col. 6, Lines 10-12 
and 15.) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the invention set forth by Lamm with the invention set forth by 
Crooks in order to process the billing information to the billable entity in the most 
accurate form and enable the customer to accurately pay each billing entity. 

As per Claim 12, Lamm discloses a bill-receiving device that is connected to a 
database and receives billing data for appropriation in consolidated accounting and 
billing data not for appropriation in consolidated accounting comprising a first entry unit 
operable to enter received billing data not for appropriation in the database, see (US 
Patent Number 6078907, Col. 4, lines 9-14); and a second entry unit operable to enter 
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approved billing data for appropriation in the database, see (US Patent Number 
6078907, Col. 4, lines 43-47). 

Lamm, does not disclose an exclusion unit operable to exclude billing data entered in 
the database from being appropriated and an approval unit operable to approve 
received billing data based on an input from a user. 

Crooks, does disclose an exclusion unit operable to exclude billing data entered in 
the database from being appropriated (US Patent Number 5943656, Col. 5, lines 16-22) 
and an approval unit operable to approve received billing data based on an input from a 
user (US Patent Number 5943656, Col. 5, lines 30-35). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the inventions of Lamm and Crooks to set parameters to audit 
and/or determine processing measures and to allow disclosure of billing information that 
satisfy the parameters set and to exclude billing information that has not satisfied set 
parameters. This process allows and supports accuracy of the billing information being 
disclosed. 

As per Claim 13, Lamm, discloses a method used by a bill-issuing device that 
extracts billing data not for appropriation, see (US Patent Number (6078907, Col. 4, 
lines 39-44); an outputting process for the extracted billing data, see (US Patent 
6078907, Col. 4, lines 44-46). 
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Lamm, does not specifically disclose a receiving input for billing data for appropriation 
in consolidated accounting and clearing outputted billing data. 

Crooks, discloses a receiving input for billing data for appropriation in consolidated 
accounting and clearing outputted billing data, see (US Patent Number 5943656, 
Abstract, lines 12-16). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the inventions set forth by Lamm and Crooks to allow the 
consolidated information to be received by the billable entity once billing information has 
been scrutinized by set parameters. 

As per Claim 14, Lamm, discloses a method used by a bill-issuing device that 
extracts billing data not for appropriation, see (US Patent Number (6078907, Col. 4, 
lines 39-44); an outputting process for the extracted billing data, see (US Patent 
6078907, Col. 4, lines 44-46). 

Lamm, does not specifically disclose a receiving input for billing data for 
appropriation in consolidated accounting and clearing outputted billing data. 

Crooks, discloses a receiving input for billing data for appropriation in consolidated 
accounting and clearing outputted billing data, see (US Patent Number 5943656, 
Abstract, lines 12-16). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the inventions set forth by Lamm and Crooks to allow the 
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consolidated information to be received by the billable entity once billing information has 
been scrutinized by set parameters. 

As per Claim 15, Lamm et al discloses computer readable recording medium 
connected to a database including a bill issuing program comprising: a receiving input 
for billing data, see, Lamm (US Patent Number 60789074, Col. 4, lines 10-14); 
extracting billing data to the bill -receiving device, see (US Patent Number 60789074, 
Col. 4, lines 38-39); outputting billing data, see Lam 6078907, Col. 4, lines 44-46); 
clearing outputted extracted billing data, see, Lamm (US Patent Number 6078907, Col. 
7, lines 19-24.) 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed 
to Kwelli D. Sneed whose telephone number is (571) 270-3446. The examiner can 
normally be reached Monday -Thursday 7:00 am 4:40 pm. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Thomas A. Dixon 
can be reached on (571 ) 272-6708. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. Should 
you have any questions about the PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Kwelli Sneed 
Examiner 
Art Unit 41 72 




